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* Qur fun time at the CIA
Summit in Nashville,
TN under Psalm 100
News.

* We are staff with A.C.T.

* The Word from the
Word. Part 3 of Be Still
And Know........

* Tointroduce Byron
Spradlin, the president
of A.C.T., here'salittle
bit about him & hisvi-
sion and A.C.T.

The CIA Summit in Nash-
ville, TN, was a total blast!

Now many of you are won-
dering, ok, did these guys go
slooth on us, wearing gum
shoes and playing secret
agent?? No, there’s nothing
secret agent about our mis-
sion, there’s no hiding that
light under a bushel, cos we
are gonna shine Jesus from
the mountaintops!!!

Well, lemme tell you a bit
about CIA and what it’s all
aobut. It started with an

Ok, here'sthe biggie news!
Above we said, that last
year we had a meeting at
the offices of A.C.T.
(Artists In Christian Testi-
mony). We had heard
about the organization and
wanted to be part of it, so
they invited us to cometo
an orientation. It was very
informative for us, but they
did not invite us to be on
staff with them, as we had
just been married and they
wanted to see where our
heartsreally werein minis-
try. | really took a liking to
the whole office staff down
there and kept them in-
formed with newsletters
likethis one. Through e-
mail | heard that they were
very encouraging to every-

orientation meeting last year
with an organization called
A.C.T. (more about that in
the column below). There we
met a man named Keith
Mohr. Keith has a heart for
the independent artist, musi-
cians who are not signed
with any labelsin the Chris-
tian Music Industry. He de-
veloped a website called In-
die Heaven, where Independ-
ent Artists find support, ex-
posure and encouragement,
not only from Keith but also
from amongst themselves.

one at the A.C.T. office,
which isreally, really cool.

When Byron Spradlin took
us out for supper the first
thing he said was, how
proud he was of us and that
he had followed our minis-
try this whole past year
and he was excited about
what God was doing and—
invited us to become associ-
ated with A.C.T. as full
time staff, directing the
ministry department of
PSALM 100 MINISTRIES.
We were floored. Thisis
truly a privilege and we are
thankful to become part of
this non profit organization.
We'll tell you more about
our involvement with A.C.
T.and what it all entails as
we are now in the process of

In Sept. last year | became
an Indie Heaven Artist.....
....... con’t Page 2

setting everything up. We
will still be living in Belait,
WI, that has not changed
and you can still contact us
as usual, only your dona-
tion designation will
change.

A.C.T. has set up an ac-
count for us and the funds
will be going to the depart-
ment of Psalm 100 Minis-
tries. Sothose of you who
have partnered with us,
you will need to make your
donations out to: A.C.T./
Psalm 100 Ministries and
send it to their address
above, or if you are not
comfortable with that, send
it tous and we'll send it on
tothem. Read more about
A.C.T. under—People who
have touched our lives...
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Being on this website has tons of in-
formation and that’s how | found out
about the second annual conference,
called the CIA (Christian Independent
Artist) Summit, in March this year. |
dug deeper for info. The event
sounded like something | wanted to
participate in, but since | didn’t have
the money for the cost of the confer-
ence, | needed to find a way to get
down there.

So | looked on hisinfoif he had any
food vendors there, and when | didn’t
see anything of that sort, | e-mailed
Keith to ask him if he'd be interested
in us doing BBQ for the event. Oh,
you guys, you should have seen his
enthusiastic reply!!'!! He was so ex-
cited and the more we e-mailed each
other, the more we made his mouth
water. Well, it was a done deal, we
were booked and we were praying for
the finances to have the gas to go
down there. The Lord supplied with
work for Warren, doing sheetrock and
tiling work and we had money for gas.
The only other dilemma was, how to
haul everything down there, because
we no longer have the RV, his pickup
was broke down and we needed to find
a place to stay.

Well, again, God provided. In e-
mailing with Keith, he said he'd have
a fridge for usto use, a sink to wash
dishes and so there was no need for us
totake the big heavy stuff. We even
had money to fix the shocks on War-
ren’s pickup and we were praying that
the old truck would make it down
there and back in once piece, which it
did! We also had a place to stay with
friends, Shane and Renee Casey, who
lived about one hour’s drive south of
where the event was, but, hey, we
were thankful to have a place to stay,
hang with some nice people and not
have to have the expense of a motel,
which didn’'t help us with the last
event in Eagle River. So, we headed

down to Nashville a couple weeks ago,
I drove my Toyota with the cooking
utensils, towing the smoker, and War-
ren drove his old truck with the stove,
a small cabinet, tables, the tent and
other things we needed down there.

It took us about 12 hours to get there,
cos we stopped a lot, but we had great
weather and only hit a little bit of
sleet right before we got to Nashville.
We did take a motel that night, be-
cause it was so late, but thankfully we
did have some points and we had a
free room to stay in.

The next morning we met up with
Keith at the event site and he showed
us where to put up the tent and we
got towork. It was a perfect spot
right tothe side of the front door.
Late that afternoon Warren got the
meat ready to cook all night. We left
about 10:00 pm to goto Cornersville,
where we were staying. Boy were we
ever tired!

The next morning we got up early and
drove the hour trek to Franklin.
While Warren started preparing
things to be ready when lunch came, |
was inside taking part in the confer-
ence. Thefirst day we mostly had the
“Feedback Performance Time”, where
50 of us early registered artists were
able to share one song. | tell ya, I've
never heard so much awesome talent
and seen so many people having a
heart for Jesus. It was just plain coal.
We all had sheets with a numbering
system (1-10, with 10 being the high-
est score) and slots to write stuff down
that might be helpful for the artist to
improve their performances. Except
for about 3 or 4 low scores (4) we had
mostly 7-10’s after our performance
and lots and lots of great comments.

The next days were packed full with
tons of work for Warren, as we were
making breakfast burritos too. |
helped Warren out in the early morn-
ings, then during lunch and in the
evenings when we served supper.

The next two days of the conference
where chucked full with great speak-
ers, like Tom Jackson who taught us
about proper stage performance and
relating our ministry vision tothe au-
dience, Brett Johnson, a vocal coach,
showed us some tricks toimprove our
vocal performance, which was ex-
tremely interesting to me, as he
showed ways to expand your vocal
range. Dawn Jones was thereto
teach us how to do booking, as book-
ing ourselves is sometimes so hard for
us artists to do, but we learned not to
be afraid to pick up the phone.

All these speakers had CD/DVD
teaching series with them, and War-
ren and | decided toinvest in them to
learn and maybe eventually to help
other artistsin the local area to be-
come better musicians and ministers
on stage.

There were many other speakers and
panels with question and answer ses-
sions, many vendors for products
availablein CD Production, Presskits,
Music Instruments etc. We actually
won 50 free Media Kits from Wall
Printing Co., which is going to be sooo
cool for my next album....... coming
out hopefully soon. I'll tell you guys
more about that later.

We met lots of great people, made new
friends and got to know those who
were on the Indie Heaven Message
Board. During the whole event, we
didn’t have much time to visit with
Shane and Renee. We got up at 5:00
am and went to bed about midnite
each day. Yet the last two days of our
stay we were able to get some rest be-
fore heading home. We visited with
our friends Brian and Joy Campbell,
we met up with my friend Penny, the
wife of Louie Weaver, former drum-
mer of PETRA and then we were in-
vited to dinner with Byron Spradlin,
the president of A.C.T. He had some-
thing important to share with us.
Read about that under In Ministry
Partnership With A.C.T.............
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Byron Spradlin started ArtistsIn Chris-
tian Testimony in September 1973. In
1968 he was in Asia with the Continental
Sngers and, he' s been involved with min-
istry through music, creative worship and
evangelism. In 1970 he even became one
of the first solo recording artists on Light
Records (Edge of Drifting released in
January of 1971) when what we now
know as contemporary Christian music
was just beginning. During that same
timein 1970, Byron wrote down the as-
signment from God that’ s guided his min-
istry efforts ever since then: to disciple
and mentor people out of music and the
arts, working them into the fabric of
Church, Missions & Marketplace ministry
around the world. 1n 1972 Byron met up
with a guy named Moishe Rosen, who
soon became the founder of Jews for Je-
sus. So then in Sept. of 1973 thetwo in-
corporated Hineni Ministries, with two
divisions, Jews For Jesus and Byron
Soradlin with Byron’s part becoming Art-
istsin Christian Testimony later on, in
Jan. 1976. Both ministries committed to
creative evangelism, cross-cultural minis-
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try and the discipleship of creative minis-
ters dedicated to world evangelization.
From 1975- Oct. of 1980 A.C.T. sent out
summer music evangelism teams under
the names of “Song Of Praise” and “New
Song”. After that Byron moved his
office to Pasadena, CA and launched
into a new focus on missions and the
role of culturally relevant worship in
church growth, church planting and

the broader endeavor of ‘worship and
the arts in world evangelization.

“Many mission thinkers today realize
the need to develop ministry method-
ologies other than the Western styles

of lecture and the literary. The un-
churched world is largely non-literate
and unresponsive to communication
styles developed in Western church and
missions’ sub-cultures. One of the keysto
penetrating a community is through wor-
ship styles and communication geared to
that particular people.”

A.C.T.isone of thefirst interdenomina-
tional missionary sending boards specifi-
cally designed to send out arts ministry &
missionary specidists. Asof May 2004

A.C.T. administrates over 90 music and arts-
oriented missionaries and ministriesin six
countries ( Central Asia, Costa Rica, France,
Japan, Netherlands & Philippines) and 19
Statesin the U.S.
A.C.T. isbuilding amission
board and non-profit um-
brella empowerment minis-
try for arts ministry and
missions specialists who are
doing the Church’s King-
dom ministries worldwide.
A.C.T. s ultimate objective
isto see people around the
world-as they come to
Christ-worship God and
express their faith in their
own language and cultural
style, while mobilizing and training church
and mission leaders to more effectively wor-
ship and communicate the Gospel through
music and the arts. (excerpts taken from
A.C.T. International History on their website)
www.actinternational.org
Byron has been a tremendous encour age-
ment to usand heisa very valuable ac-
countability partner in our ministry!




