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We had the awesome pr ivi -
lege to go to Mexico in Au-
gust .  We were invi ted by 
Pastor  Aaron Reed of First  
Bapt ist  Church Bovina, TX 
to go with them on a mission 
t r ip to San Isidro, Mexico.  
They have been going there 
for  a whi le helping the pas-
tor  there bui ld his church.  
This t ime they were going to 
put  on a metal  roof on the 
pastor ’s parsonage, because 
i t  was about  to col lapse, and 
do other  things that  they 
needed done, which we’d find 
out  about  once there. I t  was 
exci t ing to be able to go, be-
cause Warren had been 
want ing to go on a mission 
t r ip to Mexico ever  since he’s 
been a Chr ist ian and I ’ve 
considered i t  many t imes but  
was never  sure, due to my 
health concerns.  We left  on 
Aug. 11 r ight  after  church 
with the church bus.  The 

pastor  took his own pickup, 
because we needed to take 
more mater ial  and his wi fe 
also fol lowed in her  vehicle, 
so some of our  group rode 
with them.  We arr ived late 
in El  Paso, where we would 
stay every night  in a house 
that  the First  Bapt ist  
Church there rents out  to 
missionar ies when they are 
there.  I t  was a beaut i ful old 
victor ian house, huge place 
with enough space for  al l  of 
us 25 people (including kids) 
that  stayed there. Warren 
and I  ended up in a room by 
ourselves on a comfor table 
blow up mat t ress.  I  think 
I ’m gonna get  r id of my 
bed!!!!   The next  day we took 
the church bus and the 
t rai ler  wi th the mater ials 
into Mexico, wi th the pastor 
fol lowing us in his t ruck as 
wel l  as Gayland, an exper i-
enced contractor , who had 

joined us in El  Paso, wi th a 
couple of his men to help 
out . God real ly watched out 
over  us because we had no 
problems at  the border .  
They didn’t  even check out 
our  t rai ler , nor  were we 
stopped going in, which is 
unheard of.   Dr iving to San 
I sidro was interest ing as 
surroundings changed and 
we saw a lot  of very poor 
areas.          … con’t  Page 2    
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* M ex i co M i ssi on  Tr i p  

* Blessi ngs f r om t he 
NEW CD– Tear  Dow n  
The Wal l . 

* Anot her  per son  t h at  
t ouched ou r  l i fe, 
Br ot her  L or enzo. 

* H ow  you  can  help  
w i t h  spr ead i ng God’s 
l ove i n  St u r gi s, S.D. 

� � � 
 � � � 
  ! 
 " #� � � � 
 ! � � � 
 � � � 
 � � ��#
 �� 
 � � �� � � � $%


To say a bi t  more about 
this project .  Tear  Dow n  
The Wal l  already has 
taken off and the day of the 
release 10 copies were sold 
and 20 within the fi rst  
week.  Taking this album 
to Mexico was a blessing, 
because we were able to 

share two songs of this al-
bum with Brother  
Lorenzo’s congregat ion who 
was very blessed by the 
music, special ly his wife 
Mirna who was very 
touched and told me with 
tears in her  eyes that  I ’l l  
always sing in her  hear t .     

I  was so blessed by the 
group in our  church bus,
who sang the two songs I  
had shared in Mexico, 
“Dear  Jesus” and “Don’t  
Compromise”.  So check out  
this album.  I  pray that  the 
songs wi l l  bless you, as 
they’ve blessed in Mexico. 

Minist ry Oppor tunit ies, 
cont . 
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….con’t  from pg. 1…. 

I t  was only a 30 minute dr ive from the 
border  to San I sidro.  Once we arr ived 
at  the church we were greeted by 
brother  Lorenzo and his wife Mirna who 
were thr i l led to see us.  We unloaded the 
mater ials r ight  away and got to work.  
Gayland and his men, Just in and San-
tos were the men up on the roof, whi le 
Larry and Warren were the ground crew 
handing up stuff. Later  Warren and I  
got  busy taping and bedding the wal ls in 
the fel lowship hal l , the nursery and the 
last  day we did the ki tchen.  The ladies 
worked on VBS mater ials, paint ing and 
helping with the lunches, the 6 kids that 
were with us, helped paint  the outside of 
the church building, the cl inic that  was 
there and the pastor ’s home.  The kids 
were great , as they al l  got  along wel l 
and made new fr iends with the Mexican 
kids that  came for  VBS, playing soccer  
in the dusty st reets.  We also held Vaca-
t ion Bible School for  the church mem-
bers while we were there.  We worked in 
the morning and then in the afternoon 
at  5:00 pm, we did VBS.  The fi rst  day 
we had 104 kids and adults, the last  day 
on Thursday we had 149 kids and 
adults.  We had 5 adul ts saved that  
came to the church for  the fi rst  t ime one 
night  and another  2 the next  night . 

On Wednesday Pastor  Aaron preached a 
sermon with Ermel inda being the t rans-
lator  for  him.  I  had taken my CD player  
along that  day and was singing some of 

my songs, as Warren and I  worked in 
the fel lowship hal l . The pastor ’s wi fe 
l istened in as I  pract iced and asked i f 
we’d sing that  night  which we gladly 
did.  One song in Spanish, two off my 
album and one country song of War-
ren’s. Just in also shared ‘Only Imagine’ 
which the congregat ion seemed to know, 
because they applauded r ight dur ing the 
song. The congregat ion par t icipated 
with clapping along to the beat  and the 
kids had a ball  special ly wi th one of the 
faster  songs that  I ’ve shared.  Mirna es-
pecial ly l iked that  song and said I  
should do a Spanish album.  Church is 
very l ively there!  We real ly enjoyed see-
ing the people being blessed!                  
I t  was interest ing t rying to talk to peo-
ple as we were doing the crafts wi th the 
adul ts for  VBS!  Not  easy! But  Warren 
and I  managed with the help of the la-
dies that  worked with the kids.  We just 
had to find them when we needed things 
explained!  The adults, men and women 
al ike, loved every one of the crafts that  
we did and really got  into i t .  They espe-
cial ly loved the pictures we had taken of 
them on Wednesday. Most  of them can’t  
afford cameras. On Thursday, our  last 
day there, they were so thr i l led to put 
their  own picture into the craft -st ick 
frames which we made for  them in the 
shape of a house..  Most  of the church 
members are very poor , most  l ive in the 
“slum” area of town by the dump, where 
they have their  own l i t t le lot  and they 
bui ld their  homes out  of any mater ial 

they can find.  May that  be cardboard, 
plast ic and wooden pal lets, left  over  
bui lding materials and br ick which they 
make themselves.  Most  of them don’t  
have running water  or  elect r ici ty.  Their 
bathrooms are an ‘outhouse’ made of 
pal lets or  wood, some with no door  and 
two t i res stacked on top of each other  for 
the toi let .  We visi ted one fami ly in such 
a home and they were so hospi table and 
thr i l led to have us come to visi t .  I  was 
real ly touched by the scr ipture that  was 
painted on the pallet  wall  by one of the 
daughters, r ight  by their  front  door .   
This door  was just  covered by a pret ty 
white lace cur tain with a white sheet 
behind i t  and a matching lace cur tain in 
the window.  I  commented to the lady 
that  I  loved her  cur tains and she said 
embarrassed how dir ty they were. They 
looked amazingly clean to me.  I t  was an 
interest ing visi t  in this very very poor  
community.                Brother Lorenzo’s 
church members, kids and adults are 
very mission minded and have commit -
ted 10 cents every Sunday just  for  mis-
sions.  They want  to see people saved 
and come to know the Lord.  I t  was hard 
to leave brother  Lorenzo and Mirna—
but  we wi l l  be back to help them 
again….…this t r ip changed our  l ives! 

I  also wanted to ment ion that  Vonda, 
Pastor  Aaron’s wife, stayed in El  Paso to 
cook for  us every ni te and she made the 
best  meals!  We couldn’t  have done i t  
wi thout  al l  her  hard work! 

from Agape Word Minist r ies out  of Rock-
ford, I L  wil l  be there to stay with us.  We 
are so excited for  al l  these people who are 
joining in our  effor ts to share the love of 
Jesus with those who wil l  come to the 
ral ly.  The Assembly of God church in 
Sturgis has offered their  help and assis-
tance and is providing a freezer  for  food 
storage for  us and a canopy for  the stage!  
God is br inging his people together.  We 
st i l l  need financial help and if God so lays 
on your heart  to help us with this t r ip, we 
real ly would appreciate your involvement .  
This week we have been blessed by a 

Our  next  event  in August  wil l  be the St u r -
gi s Bi k e Ral l y .  We wil l  be leaving July 
27th to go to Denver for  a BBQ Cookoff, to 
hopeful ly help us with financing the t r ip 
up to Sturgis.  We wil l  get  to Sturgis, S.D. 
on August  3, where we wil l  be needing to 
take care of more expensive permits that  
we have just  found out  about .  They want  
$500.00 for  a tax bond and $600.00 for  a 
city permit .  This is real ly going to be very 
hard on us financial ly, but  we believe that  
God wil l  provide.  We wil l  have a group of 
bikers come to be with us from the Broth-
erhood of Jesus Chr ist , Pastor  Wes Street  

$1000.00 donat ion by Wes from Agape 
Word Minist r ies in Rockford, IL  and the 
Fraternal Order  of the Eagles in Clovis, 
NM, is wil l ing to donate also a $1000.00 
for  our  Sturgis t r ip. We are so very grate-
ful for  this help and assistance we have 
received from these people and organiza-
t ions.  Praise God for  His provision!                   

                Romans 10:15 
How wil l  they preach unless they are sent? 
Just  as i t  is wr it ten, "[I s 52:7] HOW 
BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE 
WHO [Rom 1:15; 15:20] BRING GOOD 
NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!"  
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As we have finished our  study, Nehemiah’s 
Call, on Nehemiah Chapters 1-4,  I  would l ike 
to go to the New Testament  this t ime. 
Let ’s take a fur ther  look at  what  God can do 
when His people come together  for  a purpose. 
Reading through Nehemiah Chapter  3 and 
seeing how a whole group of people with differ -
ent  backgrounds and ski l ls came together  to 
rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, makes me think 
of I  Cor i n th i ans 12:1-31.  Grab your  Bible 
and lets take a look.  In vs 1-3  we see we all  
should be aware that  we got  spir i tual gifts.  
We cannot  fol low God completely in obedience 
unless we are a child of God, being empowered 
by His Holy Spir i t  to do His wil l .  In vs. 4-6 we 
need to understand that  in the body of Chr ist  
there are a var iety of gifts, a var iety of minis-
t r ies and var iet ies of effects that  these gifts 
and minist r ies br ing about .  Yet  al l  this has  
been given by the same Lord, God and Spir i t . 
So often we may not  understand someone 
else’s way of minist ry, some of us may reach 
out  to pr isoners, others reach out  to the people 
in the st reets and our  dress, approach, speak-
ing the Word and even our  music may be very 
different  from those who minister to doctors, 
lawyers, or  people who hold management  posi-
t ions.  Some of our  churches are more t radi-
t ional, others are more contemporary, yet  we 
got  to keep in mind that  God uses al l  these 
gifts to speak to people He wants to reach. 
Vs. 7 But to each one is given the mani festation 
of the Spir i t for  the common good.  
Just  l ike al l  the people God brought  together 
in Nehemiah’s t ime who came from different 
backgrounds to build a wal l.  We, even though 
having different  gifts and minist r ies, have also 
one purpose, to build the k ingdom of God and  
show others the love of Chr ist .  We need to 
stand in one mind, hear t  and unity, regardless 
of what  backgrounds we come from. Vs 8-13 
really dr ives this home, that  al l  these different 
gifts work together  into one, as Jesus is one, as 
al l  of us have become one, no matter  where we 
came from or  what  we were before we were 
saved.  Vs 14-25 talks about  how impor tant  
EVERYONE is in the body of Christ , because 
every gift  that  has been given to us is vital  
within a congregat ion of believers.  I f you work 
in the k itchen, or  work with children, or  clean 
the church, or  you are a prayer  warr ior , some-
one who runs sound or  makes copies, someone 
who knows how to organize, or  i f you teach, 
preach or  sing, al l  of these are gifts, even if 
they seem small and insignificant  to some, 
often those who work in the background are 
the backbone of a church!   Just  l ike Vonda, 
Pastor  Aaron’s wife who had stayed back in El 
Paso to cook for  us every night .  Having those 
wonder ful meals prepared for  us was such a 
blessing, that  we can’t  even thank her  enough! 
Even though Vonda did not  go with us into 
Mexico to work, she was a vital par t  of this 
mission t r ip, because she made sure that  we 
were physically st rengthened by prepar ing the 
meals.   How impor tant  i t  is that  we al l  care 

for  one another .  We so often are divided be-
cause of differences in our  personalit ies, or  
views or  whatever  the cause may be.  But  dear  
child of God, you can’t  forget  that  the wor ld is 
watching and if WE don’t  get  along with one 
another , how could those be drawn to Chr ist   
who are hur t ing and suffer ing already.  They 
don’t  want  more hur t  and suffer ing.  Just  read 
vs. 25-26.  I f we’d only care so much for  one 
another  that  we would comfor t  each other 
when one is hur t ing and not  ignore their  need. 
Or  rejoice with those who are blessed instead 
of becoming jealous.  Remember  vs. 27-31,  we 
may be individuals, but  we should al l  be of one 
hear t  and one mind, because we serve one 
Lord.  We all  are not  to do the same things, 
because if we would, then the body would not 
be edified.  Had Vonda not  cooked, we would 
have had to come home, as dir ty and t ired as 
we were and t ry to throw together  something 
to eat , yet  instead, because of her  gracious 
help, we were able to enjoy nutr i t ious 
meals…… 
So seek the greater  gift—the love of Chr ist  and 
as you love with His love, you wil l  find, that  i t  
br ings about  unity and a one 
hear ted spir i t  within a body of  
believers.  
Ephesi ans 4:11-13:  11 And He 
gave some as apostles, and some 
as prophets, and some as evangel-
ists, and some as pastors and 
teachers, 12 for  the equipping of 
the saints for  the work of service, 
to the bui lding up of the body of 
Chr ist; 13 unti l  we al l  attain to the 
uni ty of the fai th, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a 
mature man, to the measure of the 
stature which belongs to the ful l -
ness of Chr ist.  
I  Peter  4:10-11: 10 As each one has received a 
special  gi ft, employ i t in serving one another 
as good stewards of the mani fold grace of 
God.  
11 Whoever  speaks, is to do so as one who is 
speaking the utterances of God; whoever 
serves is to do so as one who is serving by the 
strength which God suppl ies; so that in al l  
things God may be glor i fied through Jesus 
Chr ist, to whom belongs the glory and domin-
ion forever  and ever . Amen.  
Remember , anything God calls you to do, God 
wil l  give you the st rength to do it , because He 
wil l  be glor ified as you obedient ly fol low His 
call . 
H ebr ews 3:12-14: 12 Take care, brethren, that 
there not be in any one of you an evi l , unbe-
l ieving hear t that fal ls away from the l iving 
God. 13 But encourage one another  day after  
day, as long as i t is sti l l  cal led "Today," so 
that none of you wi l l  be hardened by the de-
cei tfulness of sin. 14 For  we have become par -
takers of Chr ist, i f we hold fast the beginning 
of our assurance fi rm unti l  the end,  

15 whi le i t is said, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR 
HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR 
HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED 
ME."  
As a congregat ion of believers we need to en-
courage one another  every single day.  When 
one becomes discouraged, i t ’s way too easy to 
give up and everyone else suffers along with i t . 
I t ’s way too easy to star t  having a hardened 
hear t  and look away.  As we encourage one 
another , we stand together  to hold firm to our 
faith.  Eccl esi astes 4:9-12:.  9 Two are better  
than one because they have a good return for  
thei r  labor. 10 For  i f ei ther of them fal ls, the 
one wi l l  l i ft up his companion. But woe to the 
one who fal ls when there is not another  to l i ft 
him up. 11 Furthermore, i f two l ie down to-
gether they keep warm, but how can one be 
warm alone? 12 And i f one can overpower him 
who is alone, two can resist him. A cord of 
three strands is not quickly torn apar t.  
H ebr ews 10:23-25:  23 Let us hold fast the 
confession of our  hope wi thout waver ing, for  
He who promised is fai thful ;  

24 and let us consider  how to 
stimulate one another  to love and 
good deeds,  
25 not forsaking our  own assem-
bl ing together , as is the habi t of 
some, but encouraging one an-
other; and al l  the more as you see 
the day drawing near .  
And I  want  to end with Acts 
2:42-47 and Acts 4:32-37.  Lets 
take a look at  these scr iptures.  
People of God, just  see how awe-
some it  is within a group of be-
l ievers when people are of one 
hear t  and one mind.  The first  

and foremost  impor tant  thing ment ioned here 
is that  they were devoted to the teaching 
they’ve received from the apost les in the Word, 
true fel lowship, breaking of bread and prayer . 
All  these work together .  The fel lowship they 
had was not  what  we consider  fel lowship these 
days, with the once a month big meal deal 
where we all  stuff ourselves with al l  the good-
ies that  our  awesome cooks make.  I  believe 
this fel lowship was something more int imate, 
l ike really l istening to someone’s problems and 
finding solut ions, encouraging one another 
through the scr iptures and praying together 
for  the answers and being there for  one an-
other , should one have need.  They were visit -
ing each other  at  their  houses, maybe helping 
someone repair  something.  They were also 
sell ing stuff to help someone else as they had 
need.  I  mean when you read those scr iptures,  
they really t ruly stuck together .  You know 
why they had favor  with al l  the people?  I s 
because they acted l ike Chr ist ians should. 
Why were more added to their  number? Be-
cause they acted l ike Chr ist ians should.  This 
k ind of unity and love, the wor ld is searching 
for , WE are to show them…and then we wil l  
see people saved and l ives changed………!!! 
 

� 
 � � � $
 � � � 
 
 � � � 
 � � � $001


� � � � � � �� �� � 	 �� � � �� � � � � � � �� ���� �� ��� � � �� �  ��! �� " 
� ��# � ��� � 
 � � � � � � � �$�

I  Pet er  4:10:  
 As each  one has 

r ecei ved a speci al  
gi f t , employ i t  i n  

ser v i ng one 
anot her  as good 
st ew ar ds of  t he 

man i fold  gr ace of 
God.  



I need to make a correction of last months 
person—Pastor Dave Fogderud and the 
coffeehouse The Overflowing Cup– Josiah’s 
Place, which was named after his grandson.  
Josiah is very much alive and is 11 years 
old.  They did a brain surgery on the child 
when he was 3 and he came through just 
fine.  He just has a few problems stemming 
from the surgery but is doing well.   I’m 
sorry for thinking that Josiah had passed 
away at the age of 3, but that’s when he had 
the surgery.  The correction was e-mailed to 
me by Diana Fogderud. 

As we’ve just been to Mexico, I wanted 
to share with you about the ministry, 
church and vision of Brother  Lorenzo 
Pinales and his wife Mirna.  They have 
three children, twins (a boy and a girl) 
the age of 13 and another girl who’s 15 
or 16. Brother Lorenzo and Mirna have 
been in San Isidro, Mexico for 17 years.  
For about the first 5 years of their minis-
try the church congregation consisted of 
him, his wife, family members and about 
another 3-5 people.  But God has been 

using Brother Lorenzo in the community 
and the church has now grown to about 
150 people.  Lorenzo is now also the 
president of the State Convention for the 
Spanish Baptist Association in Mexico.   
Lorenzo and Mirna also have 
started, funded and built a mis-
sion themselves, which is about 
3-4 miles away from their church.  
For many of their members it’s 
just too far to walk to get to 
church. To have a place for wor-
ship closer is a blessing to them.  
Brother Lorenzo and his wife are 
praying right now about starting and 
building another mission and have peti-
tioned the Mexican government to do-
nate the property, so that they can build 
this next mission.   The way this church 
family is funding the mission program is, 
that each individual member, adult and 
child alike have committed 10 cents per 
Sunday to go directly towards missions.  
Keep in mind that most of these church 
folks are very poor and yet they have a 
vision to see others reached for Christ.  
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Other funding for Brother Lorenzo has also 
come from First Baptist Church of Bovina 
and other churches that are involved in 
their ministry.  For Lorenzo and Mirna it 
has been a long hard struggle being there, 

because the mindset of the people 
in this community is, that any other 
religion, except Catholicism, is seen 
as a cult. Yet God is continuing to 
use Brother Lorenzo and his wife.  
There’s always tremendous finan-
cial needs as most people are ex-
tremely poor and most of the kids 
have never received a present in 

their lives.  The people of his church are 
very appreciative of anything they receive, 
may that be in the form of gifts or things 
they are taught from the Word.  The people 
there are hungry for the Word of God and 
despite minimal air conditioning the church 
is packed every Sunday…..  Lorenzo and 
Mirna have a super heart for ministry and 
have been there longer in that community 
than any other pastor would have stayed in 
the circumstances that these servants of 
God are under! 


