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We had the awesome privi-
legetogotoMexicoin Au-
gust. We were invited by
Pastor Aaron Reed of First
Baptist Church Bovina, TX
togowith them on a mission
trip to San Isidro, Mexico.
They have been going there
for a while helping the pas-
tor there build his church.
Thistime they were going to
put on a metal roof on the
pastor’s parsonage, because
it was about to collapse, and
do other things that they
needed done, which we'd find
out about once there. It was
exciting to be able to go, be-
cause Warren had been
wanting to go on a mission
trip to Mexico ever since he’s
been a Christian and I've
considered it many times but
was never sure, due tomy
health concerns. We left on
Aug. 11 right after church
with the church bus. The
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pastor took his own pickup,
because we needed to take
more material and his wife
also followed in her vehicle,
so some of our group rode
with them. We arrived late
in El Paso, where we would
stay every night in a house
that the First Baptist
Church thererents out to
missionaries when they are
there. It was a beautiful old
victorian house, huge place
with enough space for all of
us 25 people (including kids)
that stayed there. Warren
and | ended up in a room by
ourselves on a comfortable
blow up mattress. | think
I'm gonna get rid of my
bed!!!! The next day we took
the church bus and the
trailer with the materials
into Mexico, with the pastor
following usin histruck as
well as Gayland, an experi-
enced contractor, who had

joined usin El Paso, with a
couple of his men to help
out. God really watched out
over us because we had no
problems at the border.
They didn’t even check out
our trailer, nor were we
stopped going in, which is
unheard of. Drivingto San
Isidro was interesting as
surroundings changed and
we saw a lot of very poor
areas. ... con’'t Page 2
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To say a bit more about
this project. Tear Down
The Wall already has
taken off and the day of the
release 10 copies were sold
and 20 within the first
week. Takingthis album
to Mexico was a blessing,
because we were able to

share two songs of this al-
bum with Brother
Lorenzo’s congregation who
was very blessed by the
music, specially his wife
Mirna who was very
touched and told me with
tearsin her eyesthat I'll
always singin her heart.

| was so blessed by the
group in our church bus,
who sang the two songs |
had shared in Mexico,
“Dear Jesus” and “Don’t
Compromise”. So check out
thisalbum. | pray that the
songs will bless you, as
they've blessed in Mexico.



| ()
....con’'t from pg. 1....

It was only a 30 minute drive from the
border to San Isidro. Once we arrived
at the church we were greeted by
brother Lorenzo and his wife Mirna who
were thrilled to see us. We unloaded the
materials right away and got to work.
Gayland and his men, Justin and San-
tos were the men up on the roof, while
Larry and Warren were the ground crew
handing up stuff. Later Warren and |
got busy taping and bedding the wallsin
the fellowship hall, the nursery and the
last day we did the kitchen. The ladies
worked on VBS materials, painting and
helping with the lunches, the 6 kids that
were with us, helped paint the outside of
the church building, the clinicthat was
there and the pastor’'s home. Thekids
were great, as they all got along well
and made new friends with the Mexican
kids that came for VBS, playing soccer
in the dusty streets. We also held Vaca-
tion Bible Schooal for the church mem-
bers while we were there. We worked in
the morning and then in the afternoon
at 5:00 pm, we did VBS. The first day
we had 104 kids and adults, the last day
on Thursday we had 149 kids and
adults. We had 5 adults saved that
came to the church for the first time one
night and another 2 the next night.

On Wednesday Pastor Aaron preached a
sermon with Ermelinda being the trans-
lator for him. | had taken my CD player
along that day and was singing some of
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Our next event in August will be the Stur-
gis Bike Rally. We will be leaving July
27th to goto Denver for a BBQ Cookoff, to
hopefully help us with financing the trip
up to Sturgis. We will get to Sturgis, S.D.
on August 3, where we will be needing to
take care of more expensive permits that
we have just found out about. They want
$500.00 for a tax bond and $600.00 for a
city permit. Thisisreally goingtobe very
hard on us financially, but we believe that
God will provide. We will have a group of
bikers come to be with us from the Broth-
erhood of Jesus Christ, Pastor Wes Street
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my songs, as Warren and | worked in
the fellowship hall. The pastor’s wife
listened in as | practiced and asked if
we'd sing that night which we gladly
did. One songin Spanish, two off my
album and one country song of War-
ren’s. Justin also shared ‘Only Imagine’
which the congregation seemed to know,
because they applauded right during the
song. The congregation participated
with clapping along tothe beat and the
kids had a ball specially with one of the
faster songs that I've shared. Mirna es-
pecially liked that song and said |
should do a Spanish album. Church is
very lively therel We really enjoyed see-
ing the people being blessed!

It was interesting trying to talk to peo-
ple as we were doing the crafts with the
adults for VBS! Not easy! But Warren
and | managed with the help of the la-
dies that worked with the kids. We just
had to find them when we needed things
explained! The adults, men and women
alike, loved every one of the crafts that
we did and really got intoit. They espe-
cially loved the pictures we had taken of
them on Wednesday. Most of them can’t
afford cameras. On Thursday, our last
day there, they were so thrilled to put
their own picture into the craft-stick
frames which we made for them in the
shape of a house.. Most of the church
members are very poor, most livein the
“slum” area of town by the dump, where
they have their own little lot and they
build their homes out of any material
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from Agape Word Ministries out of Rock-
ford, IL will be thereto stay with us. We
are so excited for all these people who are
joining in our effortsto share the love of
Jesus with those who will come to the
rally. The Assembly of God church in
Sturgis has offered their help and assis-
tance and is providing a freezer for food
storage for us and a canopy for the stage!
God is bringing his people together. We
still need financial help and if God so lays
on your heart to help us with this trip, we
really would appreciate your involvement.
This week we have been blessed by a

they can find. May that be cardboard,
plastic and wooden pallets, left over
building materials and brick which they
make themselves. Most of them don't
have running water or electricity. Their
bathrooms are an ‘outhouse’ made of
pallets or wood, some with no door and
twotires stacked on top of each other for
the toilet. We visited one family in such
a home and they were so hospitable and
thrilled to have us come tovisit. | was
really touched by the scripture that was
painted on the pallet wall by one of the
daughters, right by their front door.
This door was just covered by a pretty
white lace curtain with a white sheet
behind it and a matching lace curtain in
the window. | commented tothe lady
that | loved her curtains and she said
embarrassed how dirty they were. They
looked amazingly clean tome. It was an
interesting visit in this very very poor
community. Brother Lorenzo’s
church members, kids and adults are
very mission minded and have commit-
ted 10 cents every Sunday just for mis-
sions. They want to see people saved
and come toknow the Lord. It was hard
toleave brother Lorenzo and Mirna—
but we will be back to help them
again....... thistrip changed our lives!

| also wanted to mention that Vonda,
Pastor Aaron’s wife, stayed in El Pasoto
cook for us every nite and she made the
best meals! We couldn’t have done it
without all her hard work!
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$1000.00 donation by Wes from Agape
Word Ministriesin Rockford, IL and the
Fraternal Order of the Eaglesin Clovis,
NM, iswilling to donate also a $1000.00
for our Sturgistrip. We are sovery grate-
ful for this help and assistance we have
received from these people and organiza-
tions. Praise God for His provision!

Romans 10:15
How will they preach unless they are sent?
Just as it iswritten, "[Is 52:7] HOW
BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE
WHO [Rom 1:15; 15:20] BRING GOOD
NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!"
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As we have finished our study, Nehemiah's
Call, on Nehemiah Chapters 1-4, | would like
togotothe New Testament thistime.
Let'stake a further look at what God can do
when His people come together for a purpose.
Reading through Nehemiah Chapter 3 and
seeing how a whole group of people with differ-
ent backgrounds and skills came together to
rebuild the wall of Jerusalem, makes me think
of | Corinthians 12:1-31. Grab your Bible
and letstake alook. In vs1-3 we see we all
should be aware that we got spiritual gifts.
We cannot follow God completely in obedience
unless we are a child of God, being empowered
by His Holy Spirit todo His will. In vs. 4-6 we
need to understand that in the body of Christ
there are a variety of gifts, a variety of minis-
tries and varieties of effects that these gifts
and ministries bring about. Yet all this has
been given by the same Lord, God and Spirit.
So often we may not understand someone
else’s way of ministry, some of us may reach
out to prisoners, others reach out tothe people
in the streets and our dress, approach, speak-
ing the Word and even our music may be very
different from those who minister to doctors,
lawyers, or people who hold management posi-
tions. Some of our churches are more tradi-
tional, others are more contemporary, yet we
got to keep in mind that God uses all these
gifts to speak to people He wantsto reach.

Vs.7 But to each oneis given the manifestation
of the Spirit for the common good.

Just like all the people God brought together
in Nehemiah’s time who came from different
backgrounds to build a wall. We, even though
having different gifts and ministries, have also
one purpose, to build the kingdom of God and
show othersthe love of Christ. We need to
stand in one mind, heart and unity, regardless
of what backgrounds we come from. Vs 8-13
really drives this home, that all these different
gifts work together into one, as Jesus is one, as
all of us have become one, no matter where we
came from or what we were before we were
saved. Vs 14-25 talks about how important
EVERYONE isin the body of Christ, because
every gift that has been given tousisvital
within a congregation of believers. If you work
in the kitchen, or work with children, or clean
the church, or you are a prayer warrior, some-
one who runs sound or makes copies, someone
who knows how to organize, or if you teach,
preach or sing, all of these are gifts, even if
they seem small and insignificant to some,
often those who work in the background are
the backbone of a church! Just like Vonda,
Pastor Aaron’s wife who had stayed back in EIl
Paso to cook for us every night. Having those
wonderful meals prepared for us was such a
blessing, that we can't even thank her enough!
Even though Vonda did not go with usinto
Mexico to work, she was a vital part of this
mission trip, because she made sure that we
were physically strengthened by preparing the
meals. How important it is that we all care
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for one another. We so often are divided be-
cause of differencesin our personalities, or
views or whatever the cause may be. But dear
child of God, you can't forget that the world is
watching and if WE don't get along with one
another, how could those be drawn to Christ
who are hurting and suffering already. They
don’t want more hurt and suffering. Just read
vs. 25-26. If we'd only care so much for one
another that we would comfort each other
when oneis hurting and not ignore their need.
Or rejoice with those who are blessed instead
of becoming jealous. Remember vs. 27-31, we
may be individuals, but we should all be of one
heart and one mind, because we serve one
Lord. We all are not todo the same things,
because if we would, then the body would not
be edified. Had Vonda not cooked, we would
have had to come home, as dirty and tired as
we were and try to throw together something
to eat, yet instead, because of her gracious
help, we were able to enjoy nutritious

So seek the greater gift—the love of Christ and
as you love with His love, you will find, that it
brings about unity and a one
hearted spirit within a body of
believers.

Ephesians 4:11-13: 11 And He
gave some as apostles, and some
as prophets, and some as evangel-
ists, and some as pastors and
teachers, 12 for the equipping of
the saints for the work of service,
tothebuilding up of the body of
Christ; 13 until weall attain tothe
unity of thefaith, and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a
mature man, to the measure of the
staturewhich belongs to the full-
ness of Christ.

| Peter 4:10-11: 10 As each one has received a
special gift, employ it in serving one another
as good stewards of the manifold grace of
God.

11 Whoever speaks, istodosoasonewhois
speaking the utterances of God; whoever
servesistodosoasonewhoisserving by the
strength which God supplies; so that in all
things God may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, towhom belongs the glory and domin-
ion forever and ever. Amen.

Remember, anything God calls you to do, God
will give you the strength todoit, because He
will be glorified as you obediently follow His
call.

Hebrews 3:12-14: 12 Take care, brethren, that
therenot bein any one of you an evil, unbe-
lieving heart that falls away from theliving
God. 13 But encourage one another day after
day, aslong asit isstill called "Today," so
that none of you will be hardened by thede-
ceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become par-
takers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning
of our assurance firm until theend,

| Peter 4:10:
As each one has
received a special
gift, employ it in

serving one
another as good
stewards of the
manifold grace of
God.

15 whileit is said, "TODAY IF YOU HEAR
HIS VOICE, DO NOT HARDEN YOUR
HEARTS, AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED
ME."

As a congregation of believers we need to en-
courage one another every single day. When
one becomes discouraged, it's way too easy to
give up and everyone else suffers along with it.
It’s way too easy to start having a hardened
heart and look away. As we encourage one
another, we stand together to hold firm to our
faith. Ecclesiastes 4:9-12:. © Two are better
than one because they have a good return for
their labor. 10 For if either of them falls, the
onewill lift up his companion. But woetothe
onewho fallswhen thereis not another tolift
him up. 11 Furthermore, if two liedown to-
gether they keep warm, but how can one be
warm alone? 12 And if one can overpower him
whois alone, two can resist him. A cord of
three strands is not quickly torn apart.
Hebrews 10:23-25: 23 Let ushold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering, for
Hewho promised is faithful;

24 and let us consider how to
stimulate one another tolove and
good deeds,

25 not forsaking our own assem-
bling together, asis the habit of
some, but encouraging one an-
other; and all themore as you see
theday drawing near.

And | want to end with Acts
2:42-47 and Acts 4:32-37. Lets
take alook at these scriptures.
People of God, just see how awe-
some it is within a group of be-
lievers when people are of one
heart and one mind. The first
and foremost important thing mentioned here
isthat they were devoted to the teaching
they've received from the apostlesin the Word,
truefellowship, breaking of bread and prayer.
All these work together. The fellowship they
had was not what we consider fellowship these
days, with the once a month big meal deal
where we all stuff ourselves with all the good-
ies that our awesome cooks make. | believe
this fellowship was something more intimate,
like really listening to someone’s problems and
finding solutions, encouraging one another
through the scriptures and praying together
for the answers and being there for one an-
other, should one have need. They were visit-
ing each other at their houses, maybe helping
someone repair something. They were also
selling stuff to help someone else as they had
need. | mean when you read those scriptures,
they really truly stuck together. You know
why they had favor with all the people? Is
because they acted like Christians should.
Why were more added to their number? Be-
cause they acted like Christians should. This
kind of unity and love, the world is searching
for, WE are to show them...and then we will
see people saved and lives changed......... "
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| need to make a correction of last months
person—Pastor Dave Fogderud and the
coffeehouse The Overflowing Cup— Josiah’'s
Place, which was named after his grandson.
Josiah is very much aliveand is 11 years
old. They did a brain surgery on the child
when he was 3 and he came through just
fine. Hejust has a few problems stemming
fromthe surgery but isdoing well. 1'm
sorry for thinking that Josiah had passed
away at the age of 3, but that’s when he had
the surgery. The correction was e-mailed to
me by Diana Fogderud.

Aswe've just been to Mexico, | wanted
to share with you about the ministry,
church and vision of Brother Lorenzo
Pinalesand hiswife Mirna. They have
three children, twins (aboy and a girl)
the age of 13 and another girl who's 15
or 16. Brother Lorenzo and Mirna have
been in San Isidro, Mexico for 17 years.
For about the first 5 years of their minis-
try the church congregation consisted of
him, his wife, family members and about
another 3-5 people. But God has been
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using Brother Lorenzo in the community
and the church has now grown to about
150 people. Lorenzo isnow also the
president of the State Convention for the
Spanish Baptist Association in Mexico.
Lorenzo and Mirna also have

Other funding for Brother Lorenzo has also
come from First Baptist Church of Bovina
and other churchesthat areinvolved in
their ministry. For Lorenzo and Mirnait
has been along hard struggle being there,
because the mindset of the people

started, funded and built a mis-
sion themselves, which is about
3-4 miles away from their church. | m
For many of their membersit’s
just too far to walk to get to |
church. To have aplace for wor- |®
ship closer is ablessing to them.
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in this community is, that any other
®' religion, except Catholicism, is seen
asacult. Yet God is continuing to
use Brother Lorenzo and his wife.
There' s aways tremendous finan-
cial needs as most people are ex-
tremely poor and most of the kids
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Brother Lorenzo and hiswife are
praying right now about starting and
building another mission and have peti-
tioned the Mexican government to do-
nate the property, so that they can build
thisnext mission. The way this church
family is funding the mission program is,
that each individual member, adult and
child alike have committed 10 cents per
Sunday to go directly towards missions.
Keep in mind that most of these church
folks are very poor and yet they have a
vision to see others reached for Christ.

have never received a present in
their lives. The people of his church are
very appreciative of anything they receive,
may that be in the form of gifts or things
they are taught from the Word. The people
there are hungry for the Word of God and
despite minimal air conditioning the church
is packed every Sunday..... Lorenzo and
Mirna have a super heart for ministry and
have been there longer in that community
than any other pastor would have stayed in
the circumstances that these servants of
God are under!



